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INTRODUCTION.
I

In the preparation of this volume for the Press,
the following Manuscripts, fully representative of the
Southern Recension, were utilised:—
®—represents the Principal Text printed. The

Manuscript belongs to Mr. Krishnaswami
Sastrigal, Sub-Registrar, Tanjore District.
Its description is as follows;—Substance—
palm-leaf; Size—19% x 2 inches; Leaves—155;
Lines-9 to a page; Script-Telugu ; Asvame-
dhika to Svargarohana complete; Date of
transcription. 1608 A. D.

%—is used for additional readings, etc. This belong
to Brahma Sri Krishna Sastrigal, Palac
Pauranikar, Trivandrum. Its descriptior
as follows:—Subtance—palm-leaf ; S

171 x 2} inches ; Leaves=—241 ; Lines—11

11 to a page; Script-Grantha; Agvamed'

to Svargarohana complete; Date of t

susu Cription—1796 A. D..
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through the kindness of Sir C.P. Ramaswami-
Iyer, K.C.I.E.,, Legal and Constitutional Ad-
viser to the State. Its description is as
follows:—Substance—palm-leaf; Size—18% x
2 inches; Leaves—175; Lines—9 to a page ;
Script-Malayalam ; Agvamedhika to Svarga-
rohana complete, except for the last two
sheets.

w—is used for additional readings, etc. The Manu-

script belongs to the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras, and is described
under No. 1953 in the first part of Vol. IV
of the Descriptive Catalogue. Its description
is as follows:—Substance—palm-leaf ; Size
—15% x 1§i nches ; Leaves—fol. 208 a ; Lines
7 to a page; Scrip-Telugu ; Agvamedhika
and Agramavasika complete ; Date of Trans-
cription—28—11—1726 A.D.

used for additional readings, etc. The

Manuscript was procured for us by Mr. K.

K. Lakshminarayana Iyer of Kadayam

Village in the Tinnevelly District from Mr.

Natesa Iyer Its description is as follows:—(1)
loaf: Size—15% x 12 i
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Size==13% % 12 inches; Leaves-56; Lines 10-11
to a page; Script-Grantha. Date of transcrip-
tion—1826 A.D.

9 —is used for additional readings etc., from page
384. The Manuscript belongs to the Adyar
Library, Madras. Its description is as
follows : —Substance-palm-leaf ; Size—19% %
21 inches; Leaves—70; Lines 10-12 to a page .
Script~Telugu; Asvamedhika Parvan com-
plete. Date of transcription—23rd February
1558 A.D.



iv INTRODUCTION

I

. From the Anukramanikadhyaya of the Adi
Parvan, it can be gathered that, according to the
Southern Recension, the Agvamedhika Parvan
should contain 133 chapters and 4,420 stanzas,
whereas, according to the Northern Recension, the
number of chapters is 103, and that of the stanzas
is only 3,320. (See the tables appended to the
Introductions to Vols. I and II). In our edition of
the Text, we have 124 chapters and 4,613% stanzas.
The main reason for such a large decrease in the
number of chapters and that of stanzas in the
Northern Recension is the conspicuous omission
in this Recension of the concluding portion of the
wgeitaras called the dwawdwe forming chapters
101-124 of the our printed Text, and numbering
as many as 1,707 stanzas. The Vaignavadharma
Sastra section is an important portion of this Par-
van, which is found in all Manuscripts of the
Southern Recension, whereas all Manuscripts repre-
sentative of the Northern Recension omit it. The
Vaignavadharma Sastra seems to go back to a long
antiquity, according to the Mahabharata tradition.
The great Sayana in his Paragaramadhaviya (Bom-
bay Sanskrit Series, Vol. I Part I pp. 108-110)
quotes from this section. Vadiraja, the author of
the Laksalankara, culls prazkas from this section.
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That the Vaisnavadharma Sastra section formed an
essential part of the Avvamedhika Parvan, according
to the Southern Recension, is also evident from the
fact that the Anukramanikadhyaya, while giving
detailed enumeration of the contents of each
Parvan, mentions “ 391§ W@a = specifically under
this Parvan (see footnote 2, pp. 69 of Vol. I).

Acording to the Southern Recension, the Agra-
mavasika Parvan should consist of 42 chapters and
1,906 stanzas; whereas, according to the Northern
Recension, the number of chapters remains the
same, though the number of stanzas is only 1,506.
In our edition of the Text, the number of chapters
is only 42, whereas the number of stanzas comes
only to 1,1083. It is significant that, according to
Nannaya, the number of stanzas need be 1,106 only,
a figure which very closely approximates to that
of our text. ‘

The next Parvan is the Mausala Parvan which
consists of eight chapters, according to both Recen-
sions, as well as our printed text. The number of
stanzas in this Parvan should be 320, according to
the Northern Recension, and 300, according to the
Southern Recension. It is only 300 according to
our edition as well.
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The seventeenth Parvan is the Mahaprasthanika
Parvan, which consists of three chapters, according
to both Recensions. The number of stanzas should be
320, according to the Northern Recension, where-
as, according to the Southern Recension, it should
be only 120. In our edition of the text, we have
only 115% stanzas.

The eighteenth and last Parvan of the Mah3a-
bharata is the Svargarohana Parvan,—which consists
of five chapters, according to both Recensions. Ac-
cording to the Northern Recension, the number of
stanzas should be 209, whereas, according to the
Southern Recension, it should be only 200. In
our edition of the text also, it contains only 200
stanzas.

We have shown in appropriate places in the
body of the text, .the deviations of the several
manuscripts in their scheme of chapters, wherever
they occur. However, to illustrate the divergences
at a glance, a concordance exhibiting the scheme of
chapters in the Northern Recension, according to
the Poona Edition with Bhavadipa, the Mixed
Recension, according to the Kumbakonam Edition
and the Southern Recension, according to the text
printed herein, is appended.




CONCORDANCE.
ASYVAMEDHIKA PARVAN.

Poona Poona
Edition Iizm:;' Southern | Edition [l{{umba- Southern
Bhwitg E d!iltion R(t:al;:ension Bhwitg E:S’i’; Réﬁension‘
avadipa apter. avadipa apter.
Chapter. Chapter. P Chapteg Chapter. P
1 1 1 32 88 85
2 2 2 83 84 36
3 3 8 84 85 87
4 4 4 35 186 38
5 5 5 86 87 39
6 6 6 37 38 40
7 7 7 88 39 41
8 8 8 39 40 42
9 9 9 40 41 (1-18) |48
10 10 10 41 » (14-18)| 44
11 11 11 42 42 45
12 12 12 43 43 46
18 13 13 44 44 47
14 14 14 45 45 48
Omitted. |16 15 46 468 49
15 16 16 47 47 60
16 17 17 48 48 61
17 18 18 49 49 52
18 19 19 50 80 58
19 (1-53) |20 (1-60) | 20 51 51 64
» (64-66)| ,, (61-66) 21 52 652 56
20 21 22 53 63 66
21 22 28 54 54 57
22 (1-12) |28 (1-12) |24 56 65 58
» (18-22) | ,, (18-20)| 26 56 56 69
%3 24 26 57 &7 60
24 25 a7 58 58 61
25 26 28 59 59 62
26 27 29 60 60 63 -
27 28 30 61 61 64
28 29 31 62 62 85
29 30 82 83 63 - 66
80 31 33 64 64 or
81 82 84 65 65 68
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Poona Poona

Edition Iiumba- Southern | Edition !l{:umba- Southern

: onam . . onam .
with Editio Recension with Edition Recension
Bhavadipa Ch ltl " | Chapter. | Bhavadipa Chapte Chapter.
Chapter. apter. Chapter. pter.
66 66 89 90(23-120) | 92 97
a7 67 70 91 93 98
68 68 71 92 (1-88) | 94 99
69 69 72 » (89-68) | 95 100
70 70 73 Omitted. | 96 101
71 71 74 ,, 97 102
72 7o g " 98 108
73 78 76 . 99 104
74 74 77 " 100 105
75 75 78 . 101 106
76 76 w9 . 102 107
77 ™ 80 . 103 108
78 78 sl . 104 109
79 79 82 . 106 110
80 (1-18)| 80 (1-18)| 88 . 108 111
» (19-40) | |, (19-40)| 84 ot 107 112
9 (41—61) 81 85 ” 108 118
81 82 86 ,, 109 114
82 83 87 . 110 1156
8g 84 88 " 111 116
84 86 89 " 112 117
85 (1-28) | 86:(1-26)] 90 " 113 118
3, (27-42) |, (27-42)| 91 . 114 (1-9) (119
8¢ 87 92 . » (10-52) [120
87 88 93 . |116 121
88 89 94 » 116 122
89 90 95 " 17 123
90 (1-22)| 91 96 ,, 118 124
AJRAMAVASIKA PARVAN.

1 1 1 I 4 5 6
2 2 2 5 6 7
8 (1-153)| 8 (1-17) | 8 6 7 8
»(163-40) | ,, (18-40) | 4 7 8 9
. (41-87)] 4 5 8 9 10
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|
Poona Poona |
Edition I]((';?:;;' Southern | Edition llfumba- Southern
with Edition Recension with Eg?t?g:n Recension

Bhavadipa Chapter. Chapter. | Bhavadipa Chapt Chapter.
Chapter. pter: Chapter. apter.

9 10 11 25 27 28
10 11 12 26 28 29
11 12 13 27 29 30
12 13 14 28 30 31
13 14 16 29 (1-84) |81 (1-37)|32
14 15 16 » (35-62)| ,, (38-56) 33
16 16 17 30 82 34
16 17 18 31 33 35
17 18 19 32 34 36
18 19 20 33 85 37
19 20 21 384 86 38
20 (1-22) |21 22 35 87 39

»s (28-38) 122 28 36 38 40
21 28 24 87 39 41
22 24 25 38 40 42 (1-20§)
23 25 26 39 41 o(214-474)
24 26 o7 '

MAUSALA PARVAN.

1 (1-11) | 1 11-12){ 5 6 5

,, (12-81) | 2 ., 18-313)| 6 7 6

2 3 2 7 8 7

8 4 3 8 9 8

4 5 4

MAHAPRASTHANIKA PARVAN.
1 1 1 3 3 ' 8
2 2 2
SVARGAROHANA PARVAN.
]

1 1 1 4 4 4

2 2 2 6 l 5 [ 5

3 8 8
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I

It will be observed that the Agvamedhika
Parvan consists of two sub-Parvans—the Agva-
medha Parvan and the Anugita Parvan. From an
examination of the contents of these two sub-Par-
vans, it will be noticed that any direct reference to
the horse-sacrifice, etc. occurs only after the end of
the Anugita proper, i.e., from the fifty-fifth chapter
onwards, (see foot-note to p. 215). Thus, from the
point of view "of the subject-matter, the Anugita
Parvan really consists of three sections—Anugita
proper, from chapter 17 to chapter 54, Asvamedha
Parvagesa, from chapter 55 to chapter 100, and
the Vaignavadharmasastra, from chapter 101 to
chapter 124. This classification is clearly brought
out in the Table of Contents in Sanskrit, prefixed to
this volume.
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IV

We have already referred to the fact that the
number of Adhyayas in the Agvamedhika Parvan
according to our printed Text comes only to 124,
whereas it should be 133 according to the enumera-
tion of the Anukramanikadhyaya of the Southern
Recension. A careful examination of the Text
suggests that, even in our present edition, nine more
chapters could easily be obtained by a more rational
division of chapters, if manuscript evidence is set
aside and if rational considerations of chapter-forma-
tion alone are taken into account. In eight of the
existing chapters, two or more different sets of
subject-matter are brought together under one
chapter by the manuscripts, though, for a rational
division according to subject-matter, each set of
ideas should have been given under a separate

chapter. Such instances occur in the following
chapters :—

1 Chapter 102—stanzas 1—39 1
” 40—48 2

2 » 104— 1—40 3
» 41—65 4

3 » 109— ,, I—173 5
» 183953 6

" ”» 96§-121} 7
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4 " 11— 1—73 8
B 74—113 9

5 » 12— ,, 1—9 10
” 10—373 11

6 » 114— 1—25% 12
” 263-39i 13

7 " 115— ,, 1—35% 14
» 36-673 15

8 " 121— ,, 1—473 16

" 483-703 17

If the above classification of assigning a sepa-
rate chapter to each set of ideas is given effect to,
nine more chapters will result, thus bringing the
total number of chapters for the Asvamedhika Par-
van to the declared number 133. We have not carried
out the above suggestion in ouredition of the text,
as we have been scrupulously following only the
evidences of the Mss. material and as our editorial
maxim has always been 7@ feead RAfaw.

Madras.
10—5—1988,

Th Presidency College,
} P. P. S. SASTRI.
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